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A Happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year to

Christmas lights!? This fine night-time scene of the CMA CGM Mexico at the container berths was actually taken on 20 August 2020.
on her first visit to the port
photo Mark Elliott
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2021 Branch Meeting Programme

January 12th Oh No! More cruises and ferries

Bill Mayes
February 9th Australia to Japan Jimmy Poole
March 9th Ten Days on the Bosphorus
David Hornshy
April 13th Tribute to the late IOW Chairman
Ray Sprake Chris Bancroft
May 12th Every Picture tells a story
Richard Jolliffe
June 8th Ships on Sea Travels = Dave Hawkins
July 13th Two mini talks

Paul Gosling and John Davidson
August 10th London Docks in the 1970s lan Wells
September 14th Southampton Docks Colin Drayson
October 12th Personal Voyages Andy Skarskein
November 9th AGM and photo competition
December 14th  Around ltaly David Oldham

You will see that | have left the future branch
programme in, but it remains to be seen when we may
be able to resume meetings. We will of course keep
everyone informed as and when the situation changes.

Our Secretary David Oldham still has some WSS 2021
Calendars available at £7 plus £3 for postage and
packing or collect from his home address i contact
details opposite.

WSS Subscriptions 2021

Please refer to the Andrew® email sent on 11th
November outlining the procedure for this year. If you
havend already done so please send your cheque to
Andrew by 14th December. £22 for digital Marine
News; £79 for the printed version i no local Branch
subscription again this year.

All contributions to BJ, by post, email, memory stick or CD
are most welcome. Any article with a connection to The
Solent area would be much appreciated. The Editor

could reproduce magazine or newspaper articles but
preferenceisgiventoar t i cl e sanahbfprtieh e |
brancho

Would members please ensure that any changes to
their postal and/or email addresses are notified to the
Branch as soon as possible.

|
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Welcome to the latest notebook from the port of Southampton, here are some updates on the comings and goings and
other news from around the port.The last few months the port has continued to see some interesting visitors, the most
notable as follows:

September

On 22nd September Celebrity Apex
(130,818grt) arrived direct from the
shipyard for a brief stopover before heading
across to the USA

left: She is here seen outward-bound passing
Calshot on 23rd September.
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October

The crude oil tanker Nave Andromeda (built
2011 42,338grt) made the headlines after 7
Nigerian stowaways were found on-board
while at anchor off the Nab.

right: Nave Andromeda seen alongside 38/9 berth
26th October.

November

Arriving on 4th November was CMA
CGM Jaques Saade (236583grt) the
first of CMA CGM6 sew 23,000TEU
LNG powered containerships.

left: she is seen arriving from at DP World
container terminal.

On 18th November Disney Fantasy called at the port i for details of this see page 11
Until next time stay safe and happy
ship spotting
Andrew all photos by Andrew McAlpine
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UPDATE ON °MAR CANTABF

In the previous edition of BLACK JACK, | wrote about the historyof Rankds Sol ent Mbovdvesselwhesat i on
name | initi al togfirmedas weduerd to printdycDavidlOldham i just before Colin Drayson contacted me with
photographs of the incident and aftermath, some of which are reproduced below.

The MAR CANTABRICO appearstohave beenoff dogener al car go builtéosanckownedbythe out s |
Compania Maritima del Nervion SA from Bilbao in Spain, who at that time owned three other slightly smaller general cargo

vessels. The ship was launched as Yard no.139 on 2" August 1966 by Sociedad Espanola de Construccion Naval SA at their

Sestao Yard in Bilboa, the yard becoming part of the Astilleros Espanoles consortium on 1% December 1969.

On completion in February 1967, the vessel had tonnages of 8,319
gross and 12,193 deadweight, later increasing to 12,704 tonnes
deadweight. The hull was 142.53m length overall with a beam of
19.8m, a depth of 12.1m and a loaded draft of 9.39m. The ship
had five holds, four forward of the bridge, with seven tweendeck
holds, all served by 17 derricks, one of 40 tons and the others 10
tons capacity. Accommodation included 3 cabins for up to 6
passengers. Single screw propulsion gave a service speed of 18
knots from a 9,600 bhp 6-cylinder Sulzer 6RND76 diesel engine
built under licence at the same yard.

Arriving from Hamburg on 29" August 1979 to load for
Buenos Aires on charter to ELMA, the ships steering gear
failed to respond after passing Royal Pier, ploughing
straight into 102/3 berth (photo showing bow damage on right)
wher e she collided with one
which was knocked into the water killing two occupants.
Berthed at 105 berth, she was arrested for investigation
and pending agreement on compensation, eventually
sailing without loading.

About April 1982 the owners sold the ship to China Ocean
Shipping Co., being renamed JIN HU QUAN subsequently
moving to their subsidiary Shangong Province
International Marine Shipping Co. She is still shown listed
under this name in many directories, but Equasis shows
no updates since October 2011.

The damagetothegr ai n el evator was signi fi cant ,woansages takemafier thenunitGuad i n D
recovered from the water.

David Hornsby
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ps Willow by Colin Drayson

| have been going through some of my folders and discovered an item concerning the old Paddler Willow, which arrived
at Southampton as a deck cargo on board Super Servant 1 in August 1989. After being unshipped here | believe
renovation work was carried out on the vessel somewhere in the Southampton area. It was rumoured she would become
a floating Bar/Restaurant after restoration. | heard nothing after that. Last year in August 2019, | was holidaying on the
Costa del Sol with my grandson and family, and decided on a day out to the resort and marina of Benalmedena, to go
Dolphin spotting. Whenever | visit any marina in any part of the UK or the world, | love to discover various types of craft
moored there. Imagine my surprise therefore, on seeing the old paddler Willow in a corner of the port in a now sunken
condition. How long she had been there, or how successful a venture she had been beforehand, | do not know, but apart
from the sunken condition, she did not look too disintegrated. Hope this may be of an interest to our members, who might
remember her Southampton call.

Super Servant-1--arriving Ocean Dock with paddlewheeler--Willow--Aug 1989

photos show left Willow arriving on board
Wijmuller& heavy-lift semi-submersible ship
Super Servant 1 (1979/101849) in August
1989 and below two photos of her in
Benalmadena, in 2019.

all photos Colin Drayson

Further to Colind sotes your editor has found a little
more about Willow. She was built in 1925 with a
length of 200ft and 65ft beam for the lighthouse service
on the Mississippi where she worked until a collision in
1944. After use as an accommodation vessel she
moved to Florida in 1962 was later purchased in a
derelict condition and in 1989 bought across the
Atlantic, which is when she appeared at Southampton.
Later Willow went to Antwerp for refurbishment but her
owners went out of business and in 1995 she was sold again and moved to Birkenhead. In 1996 she made her final
move to Benalmadena. As Mississippi Willow she is reported to have made afternoon cruises and in the evenings was
open as a bar and restaurant. Closing in 1998 due to high mooring fees she was abandoned.

Your editor is always pleased to receive any articles and/or pictures on the local scene that you may be able to submit.
Particularly useful would be articles which are not date sensitive and so could be used at any time.

| am happy to receive items by any method i email to nigelvrobinson@gmail.com or on CD or memory stick, or hard copy
at meetings or by post to 2 Glencarron Way, Bassett, Southampton, SO16 7EF.

|
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COMING SOON |
NEW AGGREGATE DREDGERS by David Hornsby

After more than 20 years without newbuildings, two of the largest locally operating companies have ordered similar new vessels
of the new Damen MAD 3500 design, with delivery of both expected early in 2021.

Aggregate dredging is important business for many ports, particularly on the South and East coasts. Statistics from the Crown

Estates for 2018 show over 22 million tons being dredged in UK waters, of which 13.4 m/t was landed at UK quays, 4.7 m/t for

export (to France, Belgium, Netherlands and Denmark) and mostoft he r emai nder bei ng f dheSduthe ac h
coast ports with the largest tonnages crossing the quay were Shoreham (1.21 m/t) and Southampton (0.97 m/t). The only

discharge ports to exceed these figures were Thames (8.08 m/t) and Vlissingen (1.53 m/t), followed by Amsterdam (0.93 m/t),

Ostend (0.69 m/t) and Avonmouth (0.61 m/t).

The Damen MAD 3500 (Marine Aggregate Dredger i 3500 cu metre) is specifically designed to use the locks at Shoreham

( A S h o r-Mahxaamhew variant of the MAD 4000 and MAD 5600 concept. The vessels were ordered from Damen based at
Gorinchem in The Netherlands, with construction to take place in Romania. The vessels will have an overall length of 103.5
metres, 99.1 metres BP, a beam of 16.4 metres and a depth of 9.35 metres with a deadweight of about 6,850 tons on a draught
of 7.0 metres. The vessels are designed for a 700mm trailing suction dredge pipe with a maximum dredging depth of 55
metres. The hopper capacity is 3,500 cu metres with a Clamshell discharge system capable of 1200 t/hr. Main machinery will
be twin 6-cylinder medium-speed Wartsila diesels giving a total power of 5,470 bhp, a service speed of about 12 knots with 14
knots maximum when unladen via twin 2.8 metre CP propellers. In addition there two bow thrusters. The crew accommodation
comprises 14 single en-suite cabins, all the usual crew facilities, plus changing and meeting rooms, office and crew gym area.

CEMEX GO INNOVATION (right) was
ordered by CEMEX UK Marine Ltd (UK
subsidiary of CEMEX SA, Mexico, who took
over RMC in 2005) from Damen Shipyards
Galati, Romania (y/n. 563351) on 19th
December 2017. The hull was laid down at
the Mangalia Yard before being moved to
Galati in early 2019, where the completed
hull was floated out about 1st August 2019.
Delivery was originally scheduled for the end
of 2019, later put back to early Spring 2020,
then 2021. On delivery, the vessel is
expected to take over from Sand Heron
(1990/5,916 dwt), which has a maximum
dredging depth of 33 metres.

Other vessels in the current CEMEX UK fleet
comprise:

Sand Heron (90/3,751 gt), Sand Falcon
(98/6,534 gt), Sand Fulmar (98/5,307 gt) and
Welsh Piper (87/1,251 gt)

HANSON THAMES (left) was ordered by
Hanson Aggregates Marine (a subsidiary of
HeidelbergCement Group, Germany) on 10"
May 2019, again from Damen in Romania
(y/n. 563352). The keel was laid on 3
October 2019 and was floated out at Galati in
September 2020 with delivery currently
scheduled in March 2021. The vessel is to
the same basic design with tonnages of 4,905
gross and 6,850 deadweight.

Other vessels in the current Hanson UK fleet
comprise:

Arco Avon (86/3,474 gt), Arco Beck
(89/3,325 gt), Arco Dart and Arco Dee (both
90/1,309 gt) and Arco Dijk (92/4,960 gt)
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3 grain ships

left: Aurora Pearl (1976/59589)

right: Arni | (1972/47829)

left: Fjordvang (1984/2139q)

all photos by Colin Drayson
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