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SOUTHAMPTON BRANCH .-

‘Chairman: John Havers VicewGhaifman:_‘MfJ Moloney _—

Hon Branch Secretary: C L Auckland,” 2 Bassett Meadow, Southampton

Hon Branch Treasurcr: position. vacant o g

Joint Magazine iditors: Nigel V Robinson, 2 Glencarron Way, Bassett, v
i peesoSouthampton, 5801 TEF . T v L N

& David T Hornsby
Publicity Officer: W H Mitchell
Outings and Visits Sccretary: David T Hornsby, 'Greystones', Southampton 7~
- Road, Cadnam, SO4 2NG  Tel: Cadnam 3704 : N
Projectionist: David F Hutchings o "

In view of the shortage of shipping in the port these days, David Hornsby did

very well in arranging visits to the Tokyo Bay and Ellinis in November, and

the Gruzia in January. Visits to the Edinburgh Castle have also been o

arrenged for April - the last chance to visit her before she leaves for the

breakers. S : '
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Roy.Henderson, our able treasurcr. is takin up & new:job on the Island, and

SOV ? g HL0E U & . New.Jop. ’

we are faced with the difficult task of replacing him. Appeals to members have

so far been unsuccessful, and I must again point out that unless members are
prepared to take a turn at serving on the Committee, the Branch must suffer,

which would-be a’great pity in view of our healthy membership. I would be

very glad to hear from anyonc prepared to take over the treasurer's job, even ~
for a short time. Anyway, sincere thanks to Roy for the work he has put in,

and best wishes to him and his family for the future.

As you will have seen in Marine News, the Sccicty AGM is to take place in Hove
on 22 May. To anyone who has not attended one of these occasions I can only say - &
that a very enjoyable time is had by all, and it would be a shame to miss the
opportunity this year with it being so close. ,

It is not too late to let me have your slides for the April competition, but
they should be with me before the end of March, -

Welcome to new Branch members L J Lillywhite of Weston, W J Mayes of Ascot, T

R B Sibley of Chickercll, C R Bull of Calmore, W J Childerstone of Bassett,

R G Dennis of Shirley, Miss M Greenwood of Portswood, and Mr & Mrs Ward of
Stubbington. ‘ _ -

1976 PROGRAMME -~ April to dwme ' o
fues 13 April - Branch Colour Slide Competition ,
Tues 11 May Tall and films with a guest speaker from ACL
Tues E?ngpneﬁﬁéﬁ-ﬂbf%@iSGaf scnger Lindrs with John Isherwood
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COVER ILLUSTRATIONS:  tho First Royal Yacht the MARY of 1660; VICTORTA ANb
ALBERT of 18993 R Y BRITANNTA of 195k.
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Yaoht:ng as a S‘_portlng past:une was . brought to T“ngland frorn Holland by ‘Charles” II :
at the time, of the Restoration in 1660 and Samiel Pepys recorded in his diary that on
the 15th July in that year the King had departed in the early hours to see the pleasure
yacht MARY, pres ented to him by the citizens of Amsterdam.  Ornately decorated and
elaborately fitted out, this small 50 foot long eraft was the first FEnglish Royal Yacht,
although in fact the arrlval of. the MARY actually preceded the general. acceptance of’ the
word yacht, derived from the, Dutch " jaghtschip" (meanlng a fast llght sa:Lllng v'essel)
imto the Dngllsh language by somer years" . .

Charles also. owned ‘another small Dutch bu:th yaoht the 35 ton BEZAIN anc'l between
1661 and 1663 the Pett brothers de51gned and built on the Thames. five yachts s namely the
ANNE (100 tons); KATHERINE (9L tons), CHARTES (38 tons), JEMMY (26 tons) and HENRIETTA: -
(101.;. tons).  Somewhat larger, the 148 ton ketch rigged FUBBS (Gharles pet name f"or the

. Duchess .of" Portsmouth) was built at. Deptford in 1682-amd it is of interest to note that:.
at:this time the-small yachts, although-intended primarily for royal pleasure, were

des:.gned in -gertain cases to try out new ideas and in fact Gharles clalmec'i h:unself to Ao i
' have dev:nsed the.- two. masted ketch style rig for such craft. - SR

/\\ Gharles 5 always alr enthus:.astlo sallor, kept as many as flfteen yaohts in cormission

durn_ng the “later: years’ of his reign but it must be admitted that a number were emplo‘yed

on general naval service or for survey" Work. In fact Capta:m Greenvile Colllns , dom=

manding>in succession the yachts -} -MERT.IN and MONMOUTH oarrled out the. f’:;.rst complete IR

survey of the coasts of the British Isles ”Wh:;,ch Was publlshed in 1693 as v"Great Br:Lta:m s
Coastlng Pilot". '

The Duke of York, later Jarnes II, shared his brother s pass:.on f‘or yacht:tng but _
f’ollow:ung ‘the Revolution of 1688, the remalnlng craft were turneéd over to navan or dook- '
yard service. ° Tvventy—su_x years later, in 1714, George I- orossed. to England in the " -~

- PEREGRINE GATIEY, a vessel of 197 tons built in Sheerness in 1700» and reclassed as a

Royal Yacht in- 17’16 wheti "she was renamed CAROLINA:. - Thereafter, f‘requent royal V:LS:Lts to "_
Hanover-kept a number of Royal Yachts in ‘commission and When mot in use these several
oraft usually lay at moorings off" Greenwich. & :

The CAROLIN?\ was. ‘rebu:rlt’ at Deptford in 1733 as the ROYAL C;lROL]l\TF‘ (218 tons) ang,
remamed in service as a yuoht uptil 1749 when she was oonverted 1nto ‘a L gun. sloop and
renamed PER_;GRIND . Her plaoe was taken by a secong ROYAL CAROW a, ship’ rigged vcssel
of 232 tons launohed at Deptford An 1749, ‘which in 176’1 was. sent to Cuxhaven to’ br:Lng
back' Prlnoess Charlotte—Soph:La of Mecklenburg&-Strel:Ltz , .the bride to be of' George III

/\.)enng appropmately renamed ROY‘LL GH;RLOTTF‘ to mark the’ ooeas;Lon. i e

o George III rev:LeweéL his- fleet at Portsmouth in 1773 and at the Nore in 1781 bemg :
embarked on bothibcoasions in the yacht PRZI:NGESS AUGUSTA (ex. uugusta) v&; kebeh -riggaed.
vessel of 184 tons built at Deptford in-1771. - In later years this - sdme:monarch. frequent-

1y made usge of .the yachts ROYAL OH_.RIDTTE and ROY&L SOV‘“RIGN ('04/27’8 tons) for excurszons

while on:holiday at  Weymouth. -

. The ROYAL-CHARLOTTE (ex Royal Carol:.ne) was rsold for breaking wp-in 1820 but her i

place was taken :four years .later by. a mew vessel of the same name-designed. by_Robert‘
Seppings and built af Woolwichs .: Plans were:drawn up in-1825 for.the installation of -
steam . paddle)'mach:mery but the propos ed alterations were never' carried out and f’ollomrg
a debate dn the House; ;fpf"ﬂommons ¥in 1831, during which the First Lord of the Admiralty .

was -forced to defend - "the extravagant Waste.... " involved in keeping in commission five
Roy'\.l Yaehts ,.she was sold for: breqklng up whilst the ROYAL SOVERTGN and, the WELLTAM AND -
MARY swere- hulked far harbour service. Of the flve, onlky the PRINCE- REGENT (181 5 /282 tons)

and ROYAL GEORGE (1817/330 tons) were retained in-service. . .

“Thé shlp rlgged PRINCE R_.GENT “built: at Portsmouth to des:.gns preparefl by the Royal_‘_
Naval ficademy, wds retained wintil’ 1836 whén she was presented to the Iman of Muscat, buti
the ROYAL GEORGE remained In the Navy List wntil 1905 although, in fact, from 1843 she o
was employed as -an accommodation:hulk for the officers: and men of Royal Yachts sin hand
for refit- or repairs: These:two vessels Were the last of - the:. sa:_llng Royal Yachts apart‘.-'f‘
from the. mlnlature 50 ton frigate ROYAL ADIJLAIDE bu:th air Sheemess in 833 -and taken.
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_in sections to Vlrglnla Water near Windsor, and the Ia’cer racing yachts.

In 842, Queen Victoria travelled to Leith in the ROYAL GEORGE which she found very
slow and in the event her return to London was arranged in the chartered paddle steamer
TRIDENT (4841 /971g) belonging to the General Steam Navigation Co..  This convincing
demonstration of the advantages of steoam propulsion led to the laying down at Pembrake
Dock in November 1842 of the 1,034 ton paddle yacht VICTORTA AND ALBERT, a wooden hulled
vessel with twin Cyllnder dlreot actlng rnach:mery of 420 mhp, oonstructec’l by Messrs
Mavdslay & Sons. .

The VICTORI{‘ AND ALBERT proved successful in service amd was a frequent visitor to .
the near* contmental po;c'ts being” aooompanled on-occasion by the 98 ton paddle ‘bender T
EILIE‘IN a mahogany halled. cra:f”' launchec'l at Cha‘chnm in 1848

After their rnarrwage in 1840 the Quéem and’ Prince Albert created a country home at
Osborne House near Cowes in the Isle of Wight and the small iron yacht FAIRY. (1814.5/317 ‘
tons) and later the EIE‘]:N were much in demand for malnta:mmg commumication with the -
island. "Cowes 1tseif became fashionaple as a yachting centre in the wake of the roy&l
patronage- whilst the. success of the first VICTORT4 AND ALBERT gave a boost to steam
yachtihg amonggt the Weal‘chy, although in ‘Fact the Royal Yacht Squadron refused to aceept
owners of steam: yachts as candidates “for, mernbershlp umtil 184.3! Other monarchs. too )
acquired stesm -yachts, several of ‘them bu:th in’ Britain, and amongst other notable craft -
mention should be made of the Bgyptian: yacht MAHROUSSA,, - competed by Samuda ‘Bros . at a
Poplar in 1865 and _prob'xbly the Iongest lived of all the Royal Yachts. Orlgmally a

paddite vessel .of 3,140 tons she was. completely rebuilt by Messrs A. & J. Tnglis on the 7
Clyde in 1906 and comverted to.triple screw él_lrect ‘drive turbine propulsion.’ - She was ™
again reconstructed at Odero-Terni, Muggiano in 1849-50 and was offered. for sale at £2m"
in 1954, but was withdrawn and refitted as a training sh:Lp being ‘renamed EL HORRT % ’

She was f1nally deleted from. the T‘gyptlan Navy L:Lst im 1967 cmt the age of 102 years, even
then remaining afloat for some years more:: : "t . :

Less convemtional was the Russian "turbot® hulled Impcrlalt yaoht LIVADIA bullt of -
steel to Russian plans’ by Johm Elder & Co of Govan in 1880. Of 11,802 tons (yacht meas—
urement ), she was flit bottomed and of ellptloal plan in order to mlnrunlse rolling in the’
moderate sed corditions of tHE “BlackSeas  She” proved’ §tea7:1y in the waters for which ~
she had been intended, although difficult to.manage in the rough weather encountered on
the way out to Russia..-:The LIVADIA WA broken up in 1926 after serv1oe as a depot and
repalr ship with the Russ:;_an N'Wy. .. .

Z[n . 1855, the VICTORIL AND ALBERT was renamed OSBORNE to make way for the completlon'
of a mew wooden paddle yacht. of the same name, .built like her predeoessor at Pembrokc.
Launched in Januvary 1855, the new VICTORTA AND ALBERT was brought round to Portsmouth a
few days Iater for fitting out and the installation of her twin cylinder oscillating
machlnery. " ‘She’ displaced 2,470 tons and-in service could maintain 15 knots with ease.

In appearance she set a fashion which was to. distinguish the larger British yachts for 7N\
many, years, the gilt lined clipper stemmed hull béing painted black and the two bell- . N
mouthed fiunmels a pale buff. She carried a bow-sprit together with three masts and when
in coastal waters with the Queen embarked wore the Union flag as a jack Torward, the.
_fouled anchor Admiralty flag at the foremast head, the royal standard at the main and the
‘Union flag,at the mizzen with, until 186k, the red ensign aft.. Thereafter, of "sourse,

all British warships including Her Majesty's: Y’ich‘ts sailed under the white ensign.

The second VICTORIA AND ALBERT cruised as far afield as Madelm and the Medrterr-— .
anean, but after the death of the Prince Consort in 1861 was. employed mainly in United
- Kingdom waters, although she remaimed a great favourite with. the Queen. In 1870 another.
small wooden yacht, the 370 ton AIBERTA, was completed at Pembroke bringing the number
of steam yachts to five, namely VICTORTA AND ALBERT (IT), PATRY, BXYTH, ALSERTA and
OSBORNE of which the last named, the: former VICTORIA AND ATSERT (T ), had been paid off in
1859.. In addition, the cld ROYAL GEORGE of' 1817 remained in commission as an accommod-—
" ation hulk for the officers and men of yachts out of service for maintenance and repairs.
The new paddle vessel was employed primarily to convey the Queen and other members of the _
Royel Family between the mainland and Cowes, where: her shallow draught of only 7¥t 9ins
Permitted her to go alongside Trinity Pier, Eust Cowes, +the nearest’ landing 0 Osborne
House. , . ) ‘

The OqBO‘{NB was sold for brealang up in 1868, but in December 1870 the name Was :

"glven to a new 1,850 ton yacht bullt =at Pemhroke and the last of the line of elegant‘ 1
Wooden ‘paddlers Whlch graoed the Vj_ctorlan naval scenes unglnedl_vmbh oscillating
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machinery of 3,000 ihp, she was capdble of 15 knots, and like her consorts was given two -
funnels and three masts. The choice of paddle propulsion at this. late date seems a |
little unusual as does the Wwooden hull, ‘but the second OSBORNE proved herself an excellert
sea boat ‘and was much used by the Prince and Princess of Wales: - o R

! \

In 189_7,‘ on the oocas:ion.{g%"\ Qiiééri Vict'oria‘_s'l_-l)iamond Jubilee, the.Prince of .Watles :

" took the.saluté’ of the fleet assembled at Spithead from the VICTORIA AND ABRERT (IT) and
' was present when Sir Charles Parsons astonished the world by the performance of his -

.turbine engined yacht TURBINIA which eluded pursuit by working up to a speed of 3415 knots.
By this time , however, :the days of the aging VICTORTA AND ALBERT (IT) werée numbered and
on’ 6 May 1899 she was present for the launch by the Dichsss of Yotk at Pembroke Dock of
a new 4,700 ton steel hulled VICTORIAAND ALBERT designed by Sir William White;" the then
Director of Navai Construction. The hull was sheathed in teak to Permit a good finish
and was copper bottomed, whilst her twin screws were driven by vertical triple expansion

P

~ engines of 11,000 ihp giving & speed of 20 -knots. -

, After her launch, the VICTORIA AND ALBERT (TTI) was docked to receive her machinery-
and it was while being undocked that she listed cver heavily against the dockside causing
some relatively mimor structural damage, She proved herself to be crank,.however, and
‘ot until considerable topweight had been.remeved cauld she be considered.really sea~
worthy.. She commissioned for service in July 1901 and in the wake of extensive modif-
icatiuns proved a satisfactery seaboat..and a staedy steamer. - ' ' -

/' 'Queen Victoria died at Osborng’on 22 'January.190f and t-en ‘days latér hér remiins

\,

-were taken -on. board -the ALBERTA to be brought across the Solent and Spithead te the =

Clarence Yard in Gosport, whence the body was to be taken to London. ~ On this Gotagion”
- the ALBERTA was acoompanied by the VICTORTA AND ALBERT (TTI), OSBORNE (II), Admiralty yacht
INCEANTRESS ard the Imperial'German-yacht HOHENZOLLERN, the, latter with the late Queen's
grandson Kaiser Wilhelm II embarked., : , L B
.-y " The hy200 ton ram bowed:HOHENZOLLERN ‘had ‘mone of the grace of the British royal
yachts, her lihes’ being more-in keeping with those of cciatémporary Sruisers in the German
fleet. Taunched by A.G.Vulcan at Stettin in June 1892, she was_& twin gcffew vessel =
with a speed of 21 kfots-and Was indesd -intended for o wertime Criiser role, althcugh in
the event she was never so employed, being btoken up at Wilhelmshaven in 1923, ;
In the meantime the VICTORIA AND ALBERT (ITT) , despite the stories put around by her -
later day critics, proved completely satisfactory in service ‘being extensively employed
by King Edward VII; Queen Alexandra and other membbrs of the royal family on extended _
cruises in Mediterranean waters and on state occasions to other European ports. She was
large however - in fact the largest steam yacht afloat - and for some years the ageing
OSBORNE (IT) was r'gtaingd .An service for cross-chanmel and other short vuyages, but then
in 1906 an crder was ‘placed with Méssrs 4.& J. Tnglis of Glaggow for the construction of

£33

(M new 2,050 ton yacht to be named ATEXANDRA.  Latmched by Princess Iouise in Mey 1907,
“~she was in appearance a reduced secale version of the VICTORIA AND ALBERT (III), although

her twin screws were driven by direct coupled turbine ‘machinery. .
The little ALBERTA was sold fcr breaking up in 1913 and rthroughout the years of

wer the two remaining yachts were laid up at moorings: i Fortsmouth Harbours  The

VICTORTA AND ALBERT was recommissioned in 1919 » but apart from a voyage to the Mediterran-
ean in 1925, her post-war activities were confined to United Kingdom waters. Her final
state appearance was at the Naval Review staged at Spitmead to mark the Coronation of
Kimg George VI and Queen Elizabeth in 1937. " The' smaller ALEXINDRA recommissioned
briefly for a few short voyages in 1922~3, but in 1925 she was sold in the interests of
economy to Norwegian buyers for commercial service. ‘

With the growth of the idea of" Emp:Lre in V:Loturi'm tmes; the practice was intro-

- duced of state visits by members of the Toysl family to strenghten the links with the ™. .

Crown.  The paddle yachts werg obvigusly unsuited to this duty and the royal party ~ve—r
travelled either in a warship or, a hired liner suitably fitted out .and temporarily comm—

‘issioned under the ‘White ensign. Thus in 1875 the Princc of Wales visited Indis travel-

ling in the adapted troopship SERAPIS (1866/4,17% ‘tons), one of a group of naval manned
craft krown colloquially as the "lobster pots", whilst in 1901 the Orient Line's OPHIR
(1891/6,811;. tons) was hired for the visit by the Duke and Duchess of York te Australia.

‘The newly completed P & O liner MEDINA (1911/42,350 tons) was taken up and commissioned

As HMY MEDINA under the command of Capt. A.E.Chatfield RN to convey the same couple, now
King George V and hisg Queen, to India for the Delhi Dunbar celebrations towards the end
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“of 1971, and in'May 1939 the Canadisn Pacific Liner TMPRESS OF AUSTRALIA. (1919/21,853 -

b

tons) was chirtéréd to take the royal family to Canada. - On a more Tecent occasion, in

- 1953, the Shaw Savill Iiner GOTHIC (1948/15,911 tons) was hired for the Commonwealth
royal tour undertaken by Her Majesty the Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh, a_lth,éugh .

unlike the OPHIR and MEDINA, the GOTHIC was not b‘omiSS'ioned and sailed under the red - o~

ensign. o : o v
_ .. The VICTORTA AND ALBERT (ITI), her royal furniture and fittings removed for safe
storage, served as overflow accommodatiun for HMS Excellent — the naval gunnery sghooli

N

at Portsmouth - throughout the second World War; but there was no question of her being

- refitted for further service once the war was over and-in 1954 she was towed away for
breaking up. Already in 1939, however, preliminary design work had been put in hand

; for a new Royal-Yacht to replace the ageing VICTORIA .AND ALRERT (III), but any such plans .

were put, to une side once it becamc apparent. that the outbreak of war could not be much
longer delayed: - Proposals for a new yacht were revived in 1951 and eventually funds
were-allocated for the construction of.a geared turbine engined vessecl capable of rapid

.conversion for anemergency wartime role as an hospital ship.  Built by John Brown & Co. -

at Clydebank, fhe present Royal Yacht was dommissioned as HM Yacht BRITANNIA on 11th
February 1954; since which time she has been kept actively employed in 2 world wide
cruising role.  Now twenty-two years old; .the FRITANNIA has recently been thoroughly
. refitted, particular attention being paid to the shipd! company accommodation and

- amenities, and all being well she should be capable of meeting requirements for the

foreseeable fluture. L T : Lo ’

Elsewhere, the Danish Government maintain® in commissicn theé yacht DANNERROG (193

1,130 tons?), whilst Norway owns the NOREE (1937/1,686 tons) ‘formally the PHITANTE (I)
built to the Brder of the'late T+0Q:M.Sopwith by Camper: & Nicholson at Gosport. A few
smaller states toe maintain yachts for service on state -6ccasions, but largely the bree
‘has passed into history, along with much of the pomp and circumstance which accompanied
Buropé's imperial past. ' ' ce ,
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It has been decided to reintroduce this feﬁmer‘a'llnugil f’qril'c:;tiqn:
-in an effort to increase even fiirther friendship between menbers .

; STAR HOTEL ~ HIGH STREET ' SOUTHAMPTON .
. SATURDAY 24 APRIL 1976
19.30, HOURS . FOR 2@.00 HOURS

“Menu: *  PFruit juice or soup _
Main Course (to be confirmed)
: - including 2 veg and 2 potatoes
© . Sweet or ice cream ] R
Coff'ee E
Film show of interest to members - .'. ;-
and non-members alike.

.,£2:',5O per head ':’Lnoludihg‘"ffl;'xT- ‘and gratuities, wine/drinks extra.
Further details at’ March and April Branch meetings, or frem

_ » * David Hornsby or Les Auckland.
- NO FURTHER  BOOKINGS AFTER APRIT. MiETING
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 LOCAL PADDLERS
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Position of ships at Southampton Docks.

A WL D e e e
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10.00 hrs Saturday 20 October 1951

“‘British Transport. Comm.
British Transport Comm.
‘British Transport Comm.
British Transport Comil.
British Tramsport Comm.

Lta oo

" Tarringford
Paladin

Sandown (ps)
Isle of Sark
Falaise
Brittany =
Isle of Jerscy

L6 e
Lo

No 101, .
el No 102
melrc Taw

Mazhe (yacht)

HMS Wessex, ML2901
Shanklin

Janres No.
James No
.Foremost

Lady Alanda (yacht)

Ringwood
Haslemere
Matina

"Esso Bristol

Shepperton<Ferfy
Drosscl

. Samanco .
: Curnarvon C stle

Pl e g

e fss O

s

101

- was. in the: Inner: Dock 191d upe
'”pasuongor sc¢rvice from Scotland to London. Aftcr the war she

102
105
108
109
110

Drydocks

W -

FNN eme s

T g ey

Hytho

‘oueen Lilizabeth
Empire Trooper
Floating Crane No 2
Dilwara

“Texanine (yacht)

‘Athlone Castle

fugust Peters
Pvt. . C Brostrom
American Shipper
Ewpire Medway
Sand Skipper

Sznd Runner .

Whitstable
Wootton

HMS Vigilant
Invicta

grt  Built
684 1934
2188 1932
3710 1947
1522 19%%
2144 1950
373 1907
873 1907
833 193S
833 1439
1499 1921
333 1951
489 - 1947
332 1913
L7557 1926
332 1925
6301 1946
10712 194l
2996 1935
999 1924
87%6 1949
613 1943
20141 1926
09—0,;'_"' Ty 1 91+L*' ’
ok 1948
Ll 1925
83673 1940
14106 1922
12555 ... 1936
25567 1936
997 1920
11500 .. 1943
© 8228 o 1945
1221 © 1929
313 194%:
302 1643
865 1925
S kg s 1g28
4191 1940

\\\NOSTALGIA///

No 4,

James -
James
Janmes
James

Ltad
Ltd
Ltd

Min of T'rt (ex London(DP & L)

RNVR

British Transport Comm.
“British Transport Comm. .

S,I0W & SE RMSPCo

- British Transpoert Comm.-. -
British Yransport Comme. *

ilders & Fyffes
fsso Ptroleum Co

~British Transport Comm,

" Argo Rederi
i¥lders & Fyffes
- Pocific SN Co -
" Union-Castle

“Govt.

of Falkland Islands
General Steam Nav Co
British Transport Comm.
Cunard SS Co

Min of Tfrt (ex Cap Norte)
British Transport Comm.
‘British India SN Co

Union-Castle
H Peters

..(US trooper)
United States Lines
. din of T'rt (ex Lastern Prlnce)
" '¥ Burnéss . ;

J Burness

British Transport Comnm.

British Transport Comm.

It is notable that all the ships except two German and two United States
vessecls flew the Lfltlsh flag.

Perth

There were no less than fifteen BTC ships in
port, many for annual. ovorhaul as tho LTC had cxten51vc mnarine workohops in.
. the port at that time.
~rand the old bundce,

London Shlpplnw Co's London (renamed melre Taw)

She was originally built for the coastal

recovery of PLUTO - until- laid-up. -

was used in the

~
@

-7 British - Transpert Cowmrs ~v+

» -
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old southampion callers

No 5 " the UNION LINE'S "SCOT" of 1891. by John § Lindsay

0y

In the* mld mlneteenth century the Thain contenders for the mall contract on
"‘Southampt@n to South Africa route were the Union Line and the Castle
Mail Packet Companyu There was immense rivalry between them which carried
on until their amalgamqt:on in 1900. Prior to this they had tried to outrun
and.outbuild each other4 HMany regords wereﬁbxok» zgm@\%%nYW£mﬂmwﬁ%1pS were

e, finest . of, all.heine Qeuﬂﬁﬂé MRS Scoto
a1y SW@

ﬂ"% L r‘lﬁ;,'

moﬁﬁ@w@' MR “yet in South Alrlcan shipping, the affairs.of the Union

Line began to deuerloraue° 2dded to their troubles was a period of trade
depression which caused <the large laying up of tonnage. MeanWhile, under

the leadership of Sir Donald Currie the Castle Line began to prosper and in

1890 produced thE Dunottar Castle, a single-screw ship of 5 625 tons gross,
oarryln& soeme 100 first.class, 100 second class and 100, third class passengers

- the greatest challenge as yet %o the Union Line. She ‘aléo ‘had the distinction
of being the first two funnelled liner in the Souta Afrlcan trade°

e 1 , tLlu’l""“’ BCEE
k,&mwmﬂ
ﬁ‘@ﬁ&'}toﬁ in 1891 with the loss .of 236 lives and the

" Phe Unicn Line's sensatjonal reply was the Scot of 1691 bullt by Denny of

* Dumbarton. She ‘was no° ‘doubt one of thé most notable vessels,produce&

during the 1890s and e- lasting tribute to those stalwart engineers of the
Vic:orian era., Her designers had done their job well, producing a ship not
orly cf cixceptional beauty, but with an extraocrdinary strong hull. This was
cubdivided in consultation with the Counstructors Department of the Admiralty
and cne of her featurcs was that in the event of her being goumissioned as an
auxilary cruiser, she could be steeved from below. She was ‘the first Union
‘liner to have twin-screws and her propulsion units consisted of two sets of
triple cxpansion cngines. Her designed speecd was 18% knots, a speed she
coulc always.manage to exceed from her trials onwards..,K Her engine room
emoodlod mnny new 1nnovatlonu,,bhc ono thau aroused the most attentlon at

uhe engines every thC thoy showed a tendcncy to racce. Steam was supplied by
six double ended boilcrs, each with six corrugated furnacos w1th 2, ,total
heating surface of 22 964 squaro feet. Thesce Were ninckd & “HWo “wetertight

- compartmentsy Op trial- she: averaggg 18 S‘knots %1th her engines running at
g 80 rnm qn@.,mdl‘ﬂ
o 63 .}qﬁi%"

""ﬁ@‘hn& FHENHOMEE " power . Her best run was 19.7 knots. At
,,ML.Q\ v : great ‘amount of coal, but her bunkers had a capacity
ikpe0 tons. Her: original dimensions were 477 £t between perpendiculars,
500 ft overall by 54.7.ft beam by 37.6 ft depth with a grous'tonnage of 6 8hk,

Her exterior appearance was very pleasing to the eye, with her yacht~like
proportions, graceful clipper vow complete with bowsprit and the attenthon

of the observer was always drawn to “the magnificently carved figurehead of

Sir William Wallace. DBetween her fore and main masts were two tall, raked
funnels painted in. palec yellow. Her deckhouses werc of teak and her lifeboats
were painted black.. Her hull was originally painted black but this was
changed to white after her first voyage, the livery that the Union Line
adopted for its ships soon after this. Her after c¢nd tormlnated with the

gr acefull countecr-type stern of the porloan
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- her speed as well, but it did nothing to rcducebher appetite for coal.

\ 11
With the building of the Scot it was the -intention of the Union Line to ,
reduce the mail time to the Cape from 18 days to 15‘days°' Upon ‘commissioning
the ‘Scot achieved this by comp¥éting “the run - from Southampton to Table Bay in
14 days 2% hours, including the stop’at Madeira. In 1893 she made her recora
passage. out from port to port in 14 days 18 hours and 57 minutes, arriving
two days before her contract mail time - a record she held uitil 1936 when it
was beaten by the mv Stirling Castle. This record-caused a tremendous sens-
ation “n Scuth African circles and Sir Donald Currie was notinclined to

"sgnetion *ships to be built that were so expensively fast -for: the Castle Line.

He is, in fact, reputcd to have repeated the words of old Samuel Cunard. when
he referred to the Collins Line - “that they were breaking his windows with -
sovereigns', ’ . ' o

She was a very popular ship and a great favourite with the passengers. She
soon became -the most fashionable ship in which -to travel on the route. She
sailed quite successfully until December 1895 when she broke down at sea and
managed to crawl into Vigo, from where shc returned to Harland & Wolff for _
repairs. While she:was still at thw yard, owing to her popularity, her owners
decidced to have her lengthened by 54 feet.  This increised her tonnage by '
1000 tons and the¢ passenger accommodation accordingly.

This operation was no mean feet for the period, oxy-acetylane cutting plant
was not then perfected and the work had to be earried out by hand. The ship
was dravn up onto a building slip and cut in two just before the bridges This
was carried ou’ by drilling and knocking out each rivet. When this was comp-
leted the bow was gently winched forward for the required 54 fect and the new
section built in. The boat deck was also raised and covered from the forward
funnel exterding aft, which gave the Scot a completely new look and which in
the opinion of many at the timc spoilt her beautiful and symmetrical lines.

Her passage hack from Belfast %ook the place of a trial trip and she had a '
party of very distinguished passengers aboard including the speaker of the .- -
House of Commcis. The trip was unfortunately spoiled for him as he was anxious
tc be back in the Housc of Ccmmons by Monday and the ship ran into dense fog
which seriously @Qe¢layed her passage. Back in commission sgain it was soon
found that her alterations had nox only increased her carning capacity but

\

In November 1899 she was taken over and used as a troopship for the Boer War.
Being built for the route she mede ar exceptionally good showing in the flect.
During her trooping carscr the awslpgamation of the Union and Castle lines took
place in 1900, - Soon she fouund hersel? running alongside the ships with whom

~she had been in such bitter rivalry. The amalgamation meant a redistribution

of tonnage and when ‘the new, big ships began to join the fleet she was laid
up in September 1903, this being mainly due to her costly fuel bills. mxastly
two years later she was purchased by the Hamburg Amcrica Linc and renamed
Oceana. She was rcmoved from her moorings in Southompton VWater wherc she had
been swinging all tha®t time to be used partly for the Mediterrancan yachting
businéss and pertly for their service between Hamburg, thc West Indies and
New York. -She’also did a number of passages to the United States direct.

She still proved -to he a great favourite with the travelling public but. still
very expensive to run. Tn 1911 she was again sold, this time to the Bermuda
Atlantic Stcamship Company of Toronto, who used her on the rapidly growing
passenger scrvice between New York and Bermuda. In spite of her popularity
she again proved a’'costly vesscl to run and was taken off the route in the
early suminer of 1911 to be laid up in New York for three years. L

With the outbreak of the first World War it became a hazardous adventure for
Americans_to take a liuropcan holiday and by 1915 these bécame debarred. The
Morse Dry Dock Ccmpany saw a chance of making big money and so purchased her
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to sailbon the Bermuda run again. ©She was given an elaborate and -expensive
refit but she only made a few round trips. - Meanwhile, the Spanish Compania
Transatlantica taking advantage of the tremendous trade which was.being ‘given

" them through their -status as neutrals, began negotiations for her purchase.

Again' she changed her flag and was renamed Alfonso XIII, crossing the Atlantic
as fast as she could packed to capacity with all classes° She made huge
profits for her owners between 1916 and the end of the boom, for when the New
York trade slackened she did just as well -to Havana with labourers. During
this. time she malntalned a stea dy'16 knots at . any time and still remained very

popular.

The passing of the Dillingham Immigration Restriction Act and the Volstead
Prohibition Ammendment in 1923 ended the Spanish passcnger business. - A new

ship had been built for the company and took over the Royal name and the poor

0ld Scot was once again renamed, this time Vasco Nunez de Balboa, to run on
the South American and various sub51duary routes of the company. 4s the years
progressed she spent much of her time laid up and finally in 1927 she was sold
to a firm of Italian ship-breakers which, when.one .considers a period of- 6

Jears afloat is a fine tribute to the British shipbuilders of the period.

WINTERHUDE 1980/98 i n n i - Port Lincoln

Su

SCOT : N - e 9
Completed 8.7691 by Wm Denny & Co, Dumbarton
- 6844 gross  later 7815g o s
500 ft oa (477 £t bp) x 54,7 £t  (later lengthened to 554 ft oa)
depth 37.6 ft
" Two triple expansion engines - 11656 1hp - twin screws - 18% knots
Passengers (as bullt) 204 18t Class, 205 2nd, & 100 3rd. { L
‘- Maiden voyage $rom Southampton) 25 July 1891
*H*H*H*H*H%FT TR ERY ﬁﬂ*d*ﬁ* i*ﬂ*ﬂ*ﬂ"77-\-‘771:—h*77*17n H*H*W*H*ﬂ*ﬂ*n*” H*;T*r?*l?*!i*il*i?*ﬂ*ﬂ* i
a Iittle nostalgla for sailing vessel enthusiasts .coeo 0000000000800 0000 6 0
the.date is 5 November 1935cccccccccosososnorindicates vessel still in ’
existence. ‘ h
ABRAHAM RYDBERG 2345/92 Bwedish barque bound Gothenburg - Adelaide
ARCHIBALD RUSSELL 2354/05 Finnish ' - " Mariehamn -~ Port Vlctorla o
- FuGLEN 232/85  Danish schooner at Hernosand
GUNN 1003/19 Iistonian schooner bound Aarhus from Rornea
- HERZOGIN CECILIE 3111/02 Finnish_barque en route .Copenhagen for. Port Lincodn =
LTAVENIR 2754/08 i n W i . " Port Victoria. /
LAWHILL 2816/92 i Ton it (i 1 it i
MOSHULU 3116/04 L " u Victoria BC # @ "
OLIVEBANK - 2795/92 i " " Copenhegen for Port Lincoln
* PADAU . 3064/26 - German barque. - bound Hemburg - Australia
*PAMIR 2799/05 Flnnlsh barque - i Dublin - Port Lincoln
PASSAT 2137/11 i n " .Copenhagen -~ Port Victoria
PLNANG 2019/05 Poo.n - " Marichamn - " i
. PESTALOZZI Ctohn/84 L L 1 Kemi - London
POMMERN 2376/0% i w1 Mariehamn - Port Victoria
- PONAPE 2342/03 - 1 n " London - Port Lincoln
PRIWALL " 3185/17  German m " Hamburg - Talcahuaus
SCHULSCHIFF ' '
DEUTSCHLAND 1257/27  German ship "  Bremen - Bahia
STAR OF ,ZEALLAND 3%292/00 American ship " San Francisco to Yawater
o o v ' : for scrapping
VIKING 2670/07 Finnish barque , " . Mariehamn - Port Victoria -

.
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of the Esso fleets, the on .
- the Ttalian SANTA ROSALIA (71/223900d) and the Norwegian BERGE DUKE (73/27951 8a).

[ - Pt

A

%W by Dock Head Correspondehf |

‘ ‘Thisy, review of the December-January-February querter starts slightly further afield than

norma'f}., by-making brief mention of the Greek container ship MINOS (75/28082g) which was
anchored in Bournemouth Bay for several weeks 'awaiting charts and orders'.

Nearer Jco hémé,. alfn_psm'; all VICC's calling at Fawley Jetty have been from one or other
y exceptions being the Liberian flag MELPO LEMOS (71,/2499754),

For the second successive quarter, Russian tankers have again been in evidence including
the Polish built TAISY (68/1 32@1@9 PLYAVINYAS (67/1845 3&% and VALMIERA (67/18250d), the
Leningrad built PYATIDESYATILETIYE CRTYABRYA (67/497304), the Rijeka buwilt DAVID .
SIKEIROQ, (75/25500g) and the Amsterdam built GURZUS (61,25250a) launched as Delian Spirit; -

 other . 'eastern block' tanker callers werc the Bulgarian TOUNDJIA (63/458604) ex Pugenda-
—69 ard the Fact German MERSELRURG (56/19833d) ex Helfrid Billner-63. o

7 Other 'products' sizsd tankers at the jetty included six EP vessels, the RFA ahker
~PEARLEAF (60/18500d), the Greek MPENITSES (59/19900d) ex Tamara-75, MARTANNA (73/304844)

and-GLOBAL HOPE (€0/38275d) ex Clatentia-73, ex Siljestad-68, the" German BOMIN (57/19698)
ev. Dornes~65, the Finnish WIIKE (72/25228), the Ttalian MATA PRIMA (56/18946) ex Mata-73

| ex, Fucntes: Ge &, Rodrigucz-72 and AMELTA GRIMAIDI (61/50102), the Belgian chemical tanker
TARSKANT  (75/32214) and the Liberien STOLT TUDOR (61,/19578) ex Tudor Prince-71, VITORIA

(55/14644g} 1L/a brsarctic and ROMELIA (59/32393) ex:Zodiac-69, ex Varberghus—67.
Amongst the I2Tne variety of smaller callers were the Dutch EXCELLENTA (62,/10624d) ex
Thotleif-75,  ex Preussag 1-68, the Cypiict WESINOR t62 /2j_65d) .ex Tudor-72, the Spanish
¢hemical tanker BTILICO (73/1870d) and the gas tankérs INGE MAERSK (72/11648d) and

SPOETE SCHULTE (73/2482d) from Denmark and Wost Germany respectivelys : _
‘herogs at the Hamble Jetty, none Shell-BP callers included the Danish KIS SKOU (69/500g)

and the Irizh RATHOWEN (65/3136d) ex Bellona-7h, ex Iuma-74 both loading, the Cypriot
carge vessel OMRR (56/2467g) ex Rodania-75, ex Eleftherotria-72 s ex Northumbrian Prince-
68 londing bunkers and discharging the Rasmussen tanker POLYSTAR (62/21130d4). Several '
Americarn tankers called, thsse being the SHENLNDOAH (57/260L0d) ex Potomac—6L. operated
by the U.S.Awvmy, the U.S.Naval tanker YUKON and the re-engined, lengthened -and finally
rebuilt -2 tankor AMERTICAN TRADER (£43/18417d) ex Neches-6lL, ex Fisher's Hill-53.

| f\urtlmr up Southampton Water, the Marine Services,sLipway at Hythe was used by the Brit-

Tae

ish coaster TATRLAW (41/187g) ex Tim-67, ex Walcheren, whilst even further up the estuary
ut Fusbands Yard, vessels under repair included Gard ners SATNT ENOCH (59/7_85g) ex York-
shire-72, Pcabodys BAIMERINO (65/11 21) ex Ardgavel~75 and several Westminster Gravels
dredgerz. Alsc cn thi yards slipway was the tug G.W.94 (6 /80) recently purchased by the
cmpany for. their cwn use, and currently undergoing a refit before being renamed '
ACCCUPLLCE, . ‘

Several familiar vessels used the BTDB drydocks, the least familiar of these being the -

Littlehampton registered sand dredger CHICHESTER GEM (70/1579) ex Pen Stour-7kh. Using

the KGV drydock as a floating berth to load water for Gibralter was the Malayasian
tankce BUNGA KESUIEA (75/1 8959g), whilst an even larger tanker at present berthed at the .
Ocear! Terminal is the MATCO AVON (64,/780082) ex Mcbil Valiant-75 on a 3-month lay-up
following the loss of her North Sea loading buoy, for which job she had just completed

a four month conversioca. Another tanker which called in unusual circumstances was the
newly vsaamed Liberian flag JUBILEE VINTURE (71/2L556d) ex Post Rover-76 which called
for fecrmal renaming'as the first vessel »f a new Anglo-Chinese company.

Three_ ecean-goimg cargo liners which called for maintenance/repairs. at 105 or 101 berths
in the Western Docks were the Panamanian SUN BEGONTA (74/4416) for underwater maintenance,
the British flag "Maritime Fruit" reefer MARANGA (73/9742) and the Pakistan vessel
SUNDERBANS (68/8917). . . * _

.
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A number. o evesting tugs have called recently, including several from the expanded
ATexand . < HORNBY .{ 63/200) at 41 beérth, this being the 1350bhp ex Lamey tug J.H.

{0} ¢ '24,00bhp ATFRED, JROSBY i 71/2607. s sthe 2250bhp ex London Thags AVENGER

(627500 toming out WD bardés & 8. Nazaireéw «.the 2400bhp ex London Tugs. SUN. XXVIT

%68}/ 225).and SUN XXV (63/215)-towing out- the #impey barge pontoons GW 11k and GW 132....

. Udited Towings 2500 bhp TRADESMAN towing out GW 113 with the harbour tug GW 196 (74/85g)
lashed onboard....Tyne Tugs 1320bhp IRONSIDER (67/156) at the Town Quay with the Risdon
Boazley 'sheerlegs' R.B.TEIFORD:...the company's new and larger 'sheerlegs' arrived a few

- wooks later with the tugs ARGUS 8 ( 9/70) and AFON IAS (52/159) ex Plateau-7h owned by
Ulrich Harms and Holyhead Towing respectively, the new craft being the R.B.BRUNEL.

iy

Cuble ships have been much in cvidence during the quarter, with six in port on mne .occasion
Ancluding the laid-up C.S.IRTS, the portly laid—up C.S.ATERT, both now short of work '
: following the maiden arrival of the C.S. MONARCH on 19th December. Unexpected was the
newly acquired Cable & Wireless cableship/bulk carrier NEPTUN (62/8399) which is also laid-
up prior te conversion. : ' - ,

fit the ccntainer berths, the short-lived variety offered by the AFCL came to an end when
the company ceased trading - mainly due to 3/L morth delays at the 'cement-hit'port of !
“"Apapa/Lagos - with estimated debts of £1.3m, six figure sums reportedly being owsd to the s -
BTDB and the lines local agents. However, on a more cheerful note, a new service' commenced
to Morocco with the new OFIRGANE (75/1599) owned by the national line and the charyered .
- Gorman WIKING (73/999); other callers have included the Ttalian ARNUS (71/2475) from ~ %
Havre and the Norwegisn GULISUND (71,/199) bound from Invergordon to Rotterdam. co

Liner and ferry news....Swedish Lloyd are considéring the introduction of a rumming mate
for PATRICIA....the Russian Lirner ODESSA (74/13758) ex Copenhagen-75 made a Sclent call

in Decemberso...the cruising Russian Perry GRUZIYA(75/16631) commenced her series of csils o
on 8 January-..sthe chartered Irish trailer ferry DUNDAIK (7./2353) replaced DRAGON and
LEOPARD ‘during their winter refits....the VIKING VALIANT replaced her sister towards the
end of Janvary. o , : ) .

UL Athfe 17 bana'.né trade reefers to each call-once during the-qﬁa_rte—r, the“only'new face! -
was the Russian - they seem to be getting everywhere - KARIIS ZIEDINS (72/5194), whilst .
~one which called for the last time was the COPPINAME, leaving for the breakers in mid-Feh

On the Doutsche Nah-Ost Linien service to North Africa, the only vessel to reappear this
quarter was the Cypriot ALCOR, an ex-German trader as were the six non-Germsn vessels to
call, thise being the Cypriot ALCYONE (56/1802), the Liberian BYBLOS (61/3728) ex Retze-
burg-72, tHe Greck-flag/Liberien-ovmed WALTER (54./2667) and the Greek-flag/Pemamenian—

owned CGAIRO (53/4633) ex Ankara-T7h, cx Babitonga-59, DAMASKUS (54/4356) ex Belmonte-58

ex Wulfsbrook-54 and DIANA (51/2758) ex Nordmark-74, ex Don Pedro-67, cx Levante—-66: The
two Gorman callers meking up an intercsting selection were the ALGENIB (66/2777) and N

CIARITA SCHRODER (59/3264). On the competing CNiN service to Algiers, the VERA BENTSEN. - -
-ands BRAVIK returned, there also being three new callers the ro-ro ferry IEITA (73/1585)
un.er the German flag, the Algerian IEN BADIS (72/4813) and the Cypriot GRACE (55/214Q)
ev. Isa Angela—7lk, -ex Isis-70 which again changed names before leaving as the THEGDOROS.

" "The South America Conference service saw the usual Blue Star, Houlder and Royal Mail
vessels calling, whilst the six EIMA vessels to call during the quarter included the
AGO TRAFUL (62/8486), the RIO BERULIO (50/7143) and the RTO CALINGASTA (73/8558).

The first. "Freedom" type ship to call in the Docks was one of several cargo vessels load-
ing exportsy this being the KHIAN STAR (69/10016) for Columbis, the others were the
Dutch coaster CALANDPLEIN (65/4120L) with steelwork for Benghazi, the Danish PALLE SCAN
(69/300) with earth moving equipment for North Africa, the fermer container berth @erman
caller BOMBERG (71/1000) with cranes and parts for Bgypt and two Cypriot-flag vessels'
loading more irrigation equipment for Cuba, the FUIVIA (56/10360) ex Medita-7L4, ex
Stefanos P-70, ex Demosthenes D-63 and the GOOD NAVIGATOR (56/8805) ex Lukuga-72 (CMB).

0dds and ends....the ORCOMBE (62/163)ex Kristina-7k ex Kristina Coast-73 finally left the
Town Quay at the begining of February following her 1972 grounding rebuild-last heard of
in drydock at Poole....Toading cars the Japanese TSURUML MARU (73/68235....loading serap
at P & B the Danish METTE VIKING (64/400) ex Anw Charlott-75 and the Dutch TWIN (57/498)
oo c+discherging timber at Vancouver Wharf theé Danish LINDHOIM (52/399)....discharging

+ coal at Dibles ¥harf the Danish MiRTA DANICA (63/400), the German ANITA VON BARGEN (63/
999} and many British coasters, particularly from London & Rochester Trading Coee -

o
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