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 A Happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year to all our Readers 
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A seasonal scene of RMS Queen Elizabeth at the old Ocean Terminal 43/4 berth taken possibly in early December 
1967 - note the diesel shunter - steam had finished in the Docks and on the mainline earlier that year - also your 
editor photographed the Queen Elizabeth in the snow from the other end of the Ocean Dock early that month. 
                                                                                                                    From a postcard - Nigel Robinson collection 
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Black Jack - Winter 2015/16 No.177 
    
Editorial team  
Nigel Robinson, Michael Page & Andrew  McAlpine.  
Website – Neil Richardson 
 
Black Jack is the quarterly magazine of the 
Southampton Branch of the World Ship Society.  
Four editions available for £5 inclusive of postage. 
 

Branch Meetings 
Venue:  
St James Road Methodist Church 
St James Road 
Shirley  
Southampton, SO15 5HE  
All meetings commence at 19.30 and the meeting 
room is to be vacated by 21.30. Meetings are on 
the second Tuesday of each month. 
 
Honorary Branch Secretary  
Colin Drayson 
57 The Drove Commercial St 
Bitterne  
Southampton, SO18 6LY            023 8049 0290 
 
Chairman 
Neil Richardson 
109 Stubbington Lane 
Stubbington 
Fareham, Hants 
PO14 2PB                                  01329 663450 
 
Treasurer 
Andrew Hogg 
“Debanker” 
Lyburn Road 
Hamptworth 
Salisbury 
SP5 2DP                           01794 390502 
 
Visits Organiser 
Adrian Tennet 
34 New Road 
Fair Oak 
SO50 8EN                           023 8060 0197 
 
Full details of all committee members can be found 
on the Southampton WSS website at 
www.sotonwss.org.uk 
 
Editorial contact: 
Nigel Robinson 
2 Glencarron Way 
Bassett 
Southampton  
SO16 7EF                                   023 8079 0876 
email: gillrobinson@freenetname.co.uk 
 
 

 

2016 Branch Meeting Programme 
  

January 12th      CMA CGM Christophe Columb                            
                                                                  Andrew Hogg  
 

February 9th       Paul’s Ship Visits         Paul Gosling  
 

March 8th            A Forty Foot View                                       
                                                                 Chris Bancroft  
 

April 12th            Cornish Shipping Part 3                        
                                                             Krispen Atkinson  
 

May 10th             South Georgia –  
                                  Shackleton and Forgotten Men                   
                                                                       Bill Lawes  
 

June 14th            Teignmouth and Devon shipping                
                                                                   David Walker  
 

July 12th              British India Line – part 1                                
                                                                       Trevor Cox   
 

August 9th           Southampton Branch Digital Photo 
                               Image Competition 
 

September 13th   Southampton’s Dry-docks &   
                              Slipways                     Colin Drayson  
 

October 11th        Memories of Past WSS AGMs                        
                                                                      Phil Simons  
 

November 8th      Southampton Branch AGM  
                                   plus 80

th
 Anniversary of  

                                       the Queen Mary   Mick Lindsay   
 

December 13th     Island Hopping          David Oldham  
 
 

Plus the Annual Branch Cruise on Saturday 25th    

June, 11am – 6pm departing from Ocean Village. 

 -------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
All contributions to BJ, by post, email, floppy disk or CD 
are most welcome. Any article with a connection to The 
Solent area would be much appreciated. The Editor  
could reproduce magazine or newspaper articles but 
preference is given to articles ‘by the branch – for the 
branch’. 
 

Would members please ensure that any changes to 
their postal and/or email addresses are notified to the 
Branch as soon as possible. 
 
  

http://www.sotonwss.org.uk/
mailto:gillrobinson@freenetname.co.uk
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The port has been very busy of late and in the last 
month especially has seen a number of new vessels 
calling.  
 

Early on 27th October NCL’s Norwegian Escape 
(left) made her maiden call. Built at Meyer Werft 
Papenburg she is the first “Breakaway Plus” class 
vessel and will be based in all year round in Miami.   
 

Many of the new visitors have been ultra large 
containerships; on 26th October CMA CGM Zheng 
He (below) made her debut. She is the second 
Chinese built vessel for the French line, & with a 
capacity of 17,700TEU this series are currently the 
largest box ships to be built in China.  

 

On 27th October we saw the first call from Mathilde 
Maersk, (below) she is the last of Maersk’s 20 
Triple-E vessels and was making her first call to the 
UK. Her size & capacity of 18,340TEU make her the 
largest container ship to call at the port. 

 

 
 
 
She was followed a week later by Emma Maersk 
(lower left). Both ships are deployed on the new 
AE2/Swan service which now calls at 
Southampton.  
 
 
On the same day (3

rd
 November) 3 other box 

ships were alongside NYK Romulus, Hyundai 
Smart and CMA CGM Alexander Von Humbolt 
with a combined length of 1454.37m, 550,717dwt 
and 49,054TEU - this could well be a new record 
for the port. 
 
 
Due to a service improvement Hapag-Lloyd has 
transferred its Canadian service from Liverpool to 
Southampton for a minimum of 6 months; this will 
mean Montreal Express and Toronto Express 
calling together with Longavi.  

All photos Andy McAlpine              
 
 

Andy’s Notebook 
Some new or infrequent callers to Southampton Docks by Andy McAlpine 
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Our October meeting was the 65
th
 Anniversary of the formation of the Southampton Branch and it was most 

appropriate that the speaker was our very own Bert Moody, a founding member and now at the grand age of 94.  He 
gave us a fascinating talk on Southampton Shipping between the Wars.  No apologies are offered for using this photo 
in BJ again of Bert (right) and another founding member the late Reg Garnett. 
 

 
 

Bits and Pieces  
 

On 8
th
 September, just as the previous Black Jack (No 176) was published, we had a call at 46 berth by Hoegh 

Target (77000g/15), the largest yet Pure Car and Truck Carrier (PCTC) capable of carrying 8,500 cars with a deck 
space of 71,400-metres (sq), whilst on its maiden voyage. 
 

With reference to Michael Page’s A to Z of Sail about the Tall Ships in Belfast in BJ No 176, Dave Connor wrote to 
say that he was in Kristiansand on board Holland America’s Ryndam when the tall ships were also in port – amongst 
them was the Kruzenshtern.  Dave witnessed the Parade of Sail from a preserved former German gun battery there. 
 

Anna Mur ex-St Helen finally left Hythe on 17 September bound for Sardinia where she arrived on schedule on 27 
September to join her sister G B Conte ex-St Catharine.   Apparently Anna Mur is the owner’s mother! 
 

UAE-based port owner and operator DP World Limited has agreed with Associated British Ports (ABP) to extend the 
license agreement for DP World Southampton for a further 25 years until 2047.  Simultaneously, DP World 
announced that it has acquired the remaining 49% stake in DP World Southampton from ABP, making DP World the 
sole owner of the business.   
 

A change at the top – it has been announced that Southampton Port Director Nick Ridehalgh will be leaving ABP for 
personal and family reasons during the first half of 2016 once a replacement has been identified. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have already mentioned  
Norwegian Escape, see above, but  
here is an onboard view from 
David Oldham who observed that 
 “if any member is looking to put  
their deckchair out on deck they  
are out of luck !!!” 
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SHIPS FROM THE PAST                                                                  by David Hornsby  

 

EDWIN FOX – the oldest surviving Southampton-registered vessel?    
 

During his talk on “Return to New Zealand”, the writer illustrated the hulk of this vessel in the Picton museum dry 
dock, close to the Cook Strait ferry terminal, at the head of Marlborough Sound in the north of the South Island of New 
Zealand.      She is one of the oldest merchant sailing vessels still in existence and has experienced a long and 
complex history.  
 
Edwin Fox was named after a well-known Quaker from Southampton.  The fully rigged ship was built in 1853, nearly 
100 miles from the sea at Sulkeali on the River Hooghly, by William Henry Foster of Calcutta.  The vessel was 
commissioned by The United Company of Merchants of England, but was sold on the stocks to Sir George 
Hodgkinson from Cornhill, London. 

 

Registered tonnage  836 tons     
Port of Registry   Southampton       
Signal letters   J.D.M.N.  
Length 157 feet overall, beam 29’8” and draft 21’ 6” 
 
She was one of the last East Indiamen built as a standard Burmese 
“Moulmein Trader” to an antiquated design, based on frigates built at 
Blackwall on the Thames  The hull is of Carvel-two deck design, 
constructed mainly of Burmese Teak on Saul timber frames, 
sheathed in copper. 
 

Her maiden voyage on 14 December 1853 was from Calcutta to London, under the command of 32-year old Captain 
William Salmon, with a cargo of bagged rice, rape seed, linseed, safflower, castor oil, hides, jute etc.  Leaving Cape 
Town in a storm, she collided with the 831 ton Devonshire, lost her jib-boom, foremast and damaged her port 
topsides.  She arrived in London on 10 May 1854 and after discharging was surveyed in the Grand Surrey Canal dry 
dock, being classed A1 by Lloyds, then was almost immediately sold. 
 

In June 1854, after being strengthened by wrought iron knees and metal straps, she was chartered for 16 months to 
the British Government as Transport Number 109 to carry troops to Crimea for the siege of Sevastopol [only other 
surviving Crimea troop transport is Great Britain].  However, her first voyage was to Calais to embark 5 officers and 
481 men of French 51

st
 Infantry for Finland, in an effort by the Allies to divert Russian troops to the north, returning to 

Calais with 458 troops.  In November, she loaded at London then sailed to Portsmouth before heading to Malta, 
Constantinople and the Crimea, where she operated as a transport, finally returning to Spithead in October 1855 to 
disembark 149 invalided soldiers from 51 different regiments.  After a refit to carry civilian passengers and cargo, her 
next voyage, In May 1856, was to sail from London for Melbourne with 6 passengers and general cargo, arriving in 
104 days. After sailing to China, she traded around south-east Asia until August 1857, when she was chartered to 
carry 300 Chinese coolies to Cuba [part of forced migration for sugar plantations to replace African slave labour], then 
a sugar cargo to London arriving in June 1858.  
 

The next deployment was from Plymouth, on a Government convict charter to Fremantle, Western Australia [21
st
 of 37 

shipments]. The voyage took 86 days, carrying 280 convicts, 38 guards and 42 crew. After picking-up a cargo in 
Singapore, she returned to London, where after lay-up she was sold in 1860 to Duncan Dunbar & Sons and became 
known as the “booze barge” carrying India Pale Ale to Bombay.  Chartered again by the Government in 1861, she 
took 140 troops from Queenstown in Ireland to Bombay and returned via Colombo early in 1862 with 800 tons coffee, 
100 tons coconut oil, 20 tons coir yarn, 30 tons graphite and 100 bales of cinnamon. In March, Duncan Dunbar died 
and on her return to London the ship was again sold to Gellatly, Hankey, Sewell & Company, who continued operating 
to Bombay and the Far East.  In 1865, she was again chartered for two years to the Transport Service, carrying troops 
and other military personnel to Bombay.  
 

At Bombay in 1867, she was converted to a barque rig, which was retained for the remainder of her sailing career. 
She continued to the same area until 1873, when sold to Walter Savill and Robert Shaw, the former referring to her as 
“a museum piece and nothing but trouble” for use as a New Zealand emigrant ship [one of 2 surviving NZ emigrant 
sailing ships – other being Shaw Savills Euterpe 1,197g/1863 now fully restored as Star of India at San Diego].  
 

Between 1873 and 1880, she made four 4-6 month voyages to New Zealand carrying 751 settlers.  She sailed from 
London on 2

nd
 February 1873 with 190 passengers for Canterbury and Otago, but heavy seas caused rudder damage 

and she was eventually towed into Brest for repair. At the start of her next voyage in November 1874 with 261 
emigrants, she ran aground on the Goodwin Sands and put back to London for repair. In December, after re-
embarking her passengers, she collided with and sank a collier, finally sailing on Christmas Day and eventually 
arriving at Wellington on 18

th
 April, with 6 deaths and 6 births during the voyage. 
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Emigrants on board the Edwin Fox   
 

From 1875 until mid-1878, she traded mainly to the Far East, then in August 1878 boarded 244 passengers at 
Plymouth for another voyage to Nelson and Marlborough, arriving on 17 November. No return cargo could be found 
until late April [9,013 bags of wheat for Queenstown], eventually arriving back in London in mid-October.  In early 
January 1880, she left with 109 passengers, arriving Lyttelton on 3

rd
 May, sailing only 5 weeks later with 1,100 tons 

wheat for London.  For the next 3 years she tramped to Australia/New Zealand to/from Oslo, London and San 
Francisco, carrying wheat, coal and timber cargoes. 
 

At the end of 1883, she was sold to the owners main operating company - Shaw Savill & Albion Line - and in 1885 
sailed on her last commercial voyage for Port Chalmers (Dunedin) with 500 tons coal and salt, and disassembled 
refrigeration plant in her hold, ready for reassembly on arrival, as a freezing plant to store 14,000 sheep carcases, 
until a facility could be built ashore. [This followed the first successful shipment of frozen meat on the Dunedin in 
1882].  She was transformed, her decks were cleared, masts reduced and massive boilers [from sunken steamships] 
installed on deck to provide steam for the dry air refrigeration machinery. Over the next 12 years, as new shore-side 
plants were completed, she was first towed to Lyttleton, then Gisborne, Wellington, Bluff and finally Picton, arriving on 
12 January 1897. When a meat plant was completed at Picton, the vessel was stripped of her equipment and 
converted into a coal hulk with large holes cut in her side and by 1923, even a rail line through the hull. She continued 
in this roll until 1950. 

 

                                                                                                                              
Edwin Fox (right) and                                 
Government steamer  
Tutanekai (left) at Picton Wharf  
in October 1899 

 

 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                              
 
 

In 1964, the New Zealand Historic Places Trust made representation regarding the ship’s restoration. In May 1965, 
The Edwin Fox Restoration Society was incorporated and in October the vessel was sold to the Society for one 
shilling.  In 1967, she was pumped out and in October moved to Shakespeare Bay, where she remained for a further 
20 years, although in 1981 ownership was vested in The Edwin Fox Society.  On 4

th
 December 1986, the anchors 

were cast off and she sailed to her temporary berth, but it was another 13 years before she could enter the dry dock.  
Her copper-clad lower teak hull is still in excellent condition, although three tons of mussels were removed, 
accumulated since her last dry docking in 1885.  
                         

                       
 

Edwin Fox Maritime Museum at Picton                       Hull of Edwin Fox under cover in dry dock 
 

                               With thanks for photographs and details of history to Edwin Fox Society and The New Zealand Maritime Record 
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   Above: Andes - final Cruise in 1971  

                                                                            
 

  
                                                                  
 

   Right: S.A. Waterberg - turning in the 
   River Test off the Southampton  

Container Terminal. 

 
              
  
                         

       

  Above: Queen Elizabeth 2 - preparing to sail from the Ocean Dock.  
                                                                                                                                                    All photos Colin Drayson collection                          

                       

Colin’s Southampton Memories 
A further selection of Colin Drayson’s pictures from a lifetime in and around Southampton Docks 
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For the letter “C” I have chosen the CREOULA 

 
This is a 4-masted schooner, which after a career in fishing is now a Portuguese navy training ship. 
 
She was designed as a fishing schooner built by Estaleiros Navais de Lisboa (cuf.Companhia Uniao Fabbril) and 
launched in 1937; she was handed over in 1938 to Reeder Parceria Geral de Pescarias. 
 
She was constructed of prime quality steel, which was reinforced on its forward underwater section as she was to 
navigate in the waters north of Newfoundland. She had installed various compartments for storage of water reserves, 
liver oil, coal and lubricating oils. Also between the fish-holds and the double bottom were the main water tanks. The 
holds were calefacted (heated) to reduce the damage by contact of salt and the steel. The lower masts were made of 
steel, royals and bowsprit of Oregon pine.  The standard rigging was steel rope and running rigging of manila. 
 
On a normal fishing trip the Creoula had a complement of 54 fishermen, 10 deckhands, 2 cooks, 3 machine officers, 
2 Navigation Officers and the Captain. Also included among the 54 fishermen were 9 maters and boatswains who had 
their duties combined with those of fishing. 
 
Creoula ship had two sisters Argus and Santa Maria Manuela so it was possible on trips to share spare parts. 
 
The ship’s schedule each year was to leave Lisbon at the end of March for Newfoundland, New Scotland, St Pierre et 
Miquelon where she would fish, weather permitting, until the end of May. She would then make her way towards North 
Sydney in New Scotland or St John’s in Newfoundland, where she would take on new supplies of fresh bait, fuel and 
water and then proceed to Greenland she would arrive at the beginning of June.  She would then fish in the Davies 
Strait (West Coast) up to 68 deg North.  If she could not complete the load until September, time traditionally 
established as limits for Dory fishing in these areas, she would return to the Newfoundland banks, where she would 
try her luck until the beginning of October and then finally return to Lisbon to her winter base where she would be 
dismasted, all her running and standing rigging as well as her sails would be inspected and repaired or replaced. 

 
On a good fishing year 
Creoula could carry 12,200 
quintais (old Portuguese 
unit of weight - 1 quintal = 
60 kg).of so called green 
fish (salted fish) the 
equivalent of about 800 
metric tons, as well as 
approximately 60 tons of 
liver oil. 
 
What a busy constant 
schedule, but for the crew 
being at sea for about 7 
months each year, life on 
shore must have been very 
strange and they probably 
just drifted around till March 
the following year when 
they could set sail again. 
 
Sail area… 1364 sq metres.         
Length…… 67.4 metres   
                   (221ft 2ins)) 
Breadth……9.9 metres  
                   (32ft 6ins)                
Draught……4.15 metres on 
a maximum displacement of 
1055 tons.

A – Z of Sail 
by Michael Page 

 


