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The Danish Royal Yacht Dannebrog (1238 gross - built 1931) departing from 40 berth on 4 June after arriving to 
effect mechanical repairs prior to sailing for Cowes.  
                                                                                                                                                    Photo: David Oldham 
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Black Jack – Autumn 2015  No.176 
    
Editorial team  
Nigel Robinson, Michael Page & Andrew  McAlpine.  
Website – Neil Richardson 
 
Black Jack is the quarterly magazine of the 
Southampton Branch of the World Ship Society.  
Four editions available for £5 inclusive of postage. 
 

Branch Meetings 
Venue:  
St James Road Methodist Church 
St James Road 
Shirley  
Southampton, SO15 5HE  
All meetings commence at 19.30 and the meeting 
room is to be vacated by 21.30. Meetings are on 
the second Tuesday of each month. 
 
Honorary Branch Secretary  
Colin Drayson 
57 The Drove Commercial St 
Bitterne  
Southampton, SO18 6LY            023 8049 0290 
 
Chairman 
Neil Richardson 
109 Stubbington Lane 
Stubbington 
Fareham, Hants 
PO14 2PB                                  01329 663450 
 
Treasurer 
Andrew Hogg 
“Debanker” 
Lyburn Road 
Hamptworth 
Salisbury 
SP5 2DP                           01794 390502 
 
Visits Organiser 
Adrian Tennet 
34 New Road 
Fair Oak 
SO50 8EN                           023 8060 0197 
 
Full details of all committee members can be found 
on the Southampton WSS website at 
www.sotonwss.org.uk 
 
Editorial contact: 
Nigel Robinson 
2 Glencarron Way 
Bassett 
Southampton  
SO16 7EF                                   023 8079 0876 
email: gillrobinson@freenetname.co.uk 
 
 

 

2015 Branch Meeting Programme 
 
  

September 8th    Selim San – Aliaga  
                             1985 Onwards – Roland Whaite  
  

October 13th       Between the Wars–Southampton  
                             Shipping – Bert Moody  
  

November 10th   Southampton Branch AGM  
                            + Mini-talk                 
  

December 8th     School, University & Workers’   
                             Cruise Ships – David Hornsby  
 -------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 Date for your Diary: 
 The South East Social will take place on 3rd October     
 at St. Andrew's Art Centre, Gravesend. 
 Contact for further details - Krispen Atkinson 
 WSS Branch Liaison, South & South East 
 14 Serenity Court, Evelyn Walk, Greenhithe, Kent,   
 DA9 9UD    krispen.atkinson@gmail.com 

 -------------------------------------------------------------------- 

        
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
All contributions to BJ, by post, email, floppy disk or CD 
are most welcome. Any article with a connection to The 
Solent area would be much appreciated. The Editor  
could reproduce magazine or newspaper articles but 
preference is given to articles ‘by the branch – for the 
branch’. 
 

Would members please ensure that any changes to 
their postal and/or email addresses are notified to the 
Branch as soon as possible. 
 
  

http://www.sotonwss.org.uk/
mailto:gillrobinson@freenetname.co.uk
mailto:krispen.atkinson@gmail.com
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Monty’s  Andy’s Notebook 
A round-up of new or infrequent recent callers to  

 
 

Farewell . . . 
 
Welcome to the latest notes from the port of Southampton. 
 
 

 
 
 
                                                                                                    
 
 
                                                                                                                     Left:    

 At the beginning of June the 2014- 
                                                                                                                     built bulker carrier Navios Venus                  
                                                                                                                     34777 gross called to load scrap  
 
                                                                                                                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Right: 
One familiar sight in the port this  
summer has been the 1988-built  
Pure Car Carrier Idm Symex  
42447 gross which after arriving  
on 24 June was arrested and  
remained in the port until finally  
sailing 18 July bound for Antwerp  
- at the time of writing she is still there.   
 
 
Photos:  Andrew McAlpine 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                   Left: 
                                                                                                                   Seen at Hythe in her Delcomar colours               
                                                                                                                   prior to leaving for Sardinia is the ex- 
                                                                                                                   Wightlink St Helen now named Anna Mur.  
                                                                                                                   (see also previous BJ 175 page 6) 
 
                                                                                                                   

 
                                                                                                                   Photo: David Oldham 
 

 

Andy’s Notebook 
Some new or infrequent callers to Southampton Docks by Andy McAlpine 
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Charles Edward Dixon RI    1872 – 1934 
 

by Nigel V Robinson 
 
Charles Edward Dixon was born at Streatley, Berkshire (not Goring on the opposite, Oxfordshire bank of the 
Thames as is often stated) on 8th December 1872.  He was the son of Alfred Dixon, himself a successful painter.  
Charles too became a professional artist, encouraged by his father, and soon had a successful practice producing 
nautical scenes, both watercolours of coastal life and large oil paintings of historical or contemporary naval subjects. 
Many of his watercolours were also large works – he seemed particularly happy working on a grand scale in both 
mediums. 
 

He exhibited regularly at the Royal Academy and several of his paintings are now in the collection of the National 
Maritime Museum in London. He produced much work for magazines and periodicals, including The Graphic and 
the Illustrated London News as well as for marine periodicals such as Blue Peter and Yachting Monthly.  He also, 
like his contemporaries, worked on posters for shipping companies as well as for other well known products such as 
OXO and Fry’s Chocolate.  His yachting scenes led him to become a personal friend of Sir Thomas Lipton 
accompanying him on trips including his attempts to win the America’s Cup back for Britain.  
 

He regularly exhibited at the Royal Academy and in 1900 he was made a member of the Royal Institute of Painters 
in Watercolours the last appointment made by Queen Victoria. 
 

His work was very wide ranging but he is perhaps best remembered for his fine atmospheric paintings of the 
Thames particularly around Tower Bridge and the Pool with Thames spritsail barges, steamers and other craft in 
busy, bustling scenes.  He painted Titanic both at Belfast building and sailing from Southampton and in doing so is 
thought to be the only major artist to have painted her from life. 
 

He had married in 1901 Alice Ada the daughter of Joseph Harker who was a well known maker of stage scenery for 
whom Charles Dixon had worked, again giving him scope for painting on a large scale.   They had a son and a 
daughter and at first they lived in London. However they spent a lot of time at Itchenor on the shores of Chichester 
Harbour in Sussex where his wife’s family had a house and where Charles could indulge in his other love – 
yachting.  In 1929 they had their own house built right on the shore at Itchenor - sadly Charles did not long enjoy his 
new home dying at Itchenor on 12 September 1934.  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Three fine examples of Charles Dixon’s work: 
 
Top left: 
A postcard for Royal Mail Lines showing the Trent 
 
Left: 
A painting of the Titanic leaving Southampton  - see note in 
the article. 

 

 
Above: 
The Cromer lifeboat being driven aboard the Thames barge 
Sepoy on 13 December 1933 to rescue the crew of two – 
the Coxwain of the lifeboat was Henry Blogg the most 
decorated RNLI lifeboatman ever

 

  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goring-on-Thames
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Alfred_Dixon_(artist)&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Academy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Maritime_Museum
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Maritime_Museum
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Graphic
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Institute_of_Painters_in_Water_Colours
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Institute_of_Painters_in_Water_Colours
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Itchenor
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Above: a typical atmospheric Dixon  
view of the Thames  
 
 
 
 
 
Right:  Balmoral Castle coming 
up the Solent 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Bits and Pieces  
 

It is sad to have to record the passing on 6 July of John Maxtone-Graham the well known maritime historian and 
author best remembered for his classic book on Atlantic liner travel The Only Way to Cross. 
 

Wightlink have revealed plans to spend £45m on a new car ferry and improvements to its Portsmouth terminal. 
The ship will carry 1,000 passengers.  It will use modern fuel management techniques and a system that recycles 
engine heat to warm water.  New boarding ramps will allow vehicles to be loaded and unloaded on two levels 
simultaneously and more quietly and help reduce congestion in the area. Current flagship St Clare will be altered so 
it can use the same ‘double-deck’ loading system.   The new ferry will come into service in 2017. 
 

Meanwhile Red Funnel announced the order for a new catamaran Red Jet 6.  Costing £6m she will be built by 
Shemara Refit, based at Venture Quays, East Cowes.  Entering service in 2016 the 40m vessel will have a top 
speed of 38 knots and be able to carry 275 passengers and four wheelchairs. 
 

 
         An artist’s impression of Red Jet 6 

  
 

More car-carrier woes – on the evening of 2 June the American car-carrier Courage (52288/91), on a voyage from 
Bremerhaven to Southampton, suffered a fire on the vehicle decks off Harwich.  The crew brought the fire under 
control using the CO2 flooding system and the ship continued to Southampton where local fire fighters joined the 
ship to ensure the fire was out although access was hampered until the CO2 had been cleared from the affected 
area.  Members on the annual Branch Cruise on 13 June saw her in the Western Docks - she left Southampton two 
days later on Monday 15

 
June to return to Germany and repairs. 
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Preserved WW2 Coastal Craft (Part 4)          by Bill Lawes 

 

The Fairmile 
 

The Fairmile is the only British survivor of the once multiple number of these Fairmile B motor launches built during WW2. They 
were designed for general duties around the coast.  A total of about 650 of these vessels were constructed by a variety of 
builders during the war.  The Fairmile B launches displaced just over 100 tons and overall dimensions where 112 ft length and 
18ft beam. They were powered by 2 Hall-Scott petrol engines that gave them a speed of 20kts.  These engines gave the vessels 
a considerable range, but were always a serious fire danger. This was very apparent during the famous St. Nazaire attack in 
March 1942 when 15 Fairmile launches carried Commandos for the raid.  Only three of them made their return to Falmouth. 
 
This particular vessel was built by Southampton Steam Joinery Ltd.  Bert Moody told me that this company was based on the 
River Itchen. It seems an unusual company to build these vessels as they were of wooden construction and powered by petrol 
engines.  She also seems to be the only vessel built by that company. It is strange, that if that is the case, she is the only vessel 
of her type that is still serving in Britain. The order was placed 27 August 1941, most likely as ML 252, and she was completed in 
July 1942. Her official title on completion was RML 497 as she was one of quite a few of these craft that was altered to act as 
“Rescue Motor Launches” that would serve for rescuing crew from planes that crashed into the sea. The ML’ s that were 
scheduled to be used for air-sea rescues were fitted with an extra deckhouse astern of the funnel to be used as a sick-bay. 
These craft were therefore the ideal ones to be selected after the war for use as ferries.  
 
On entering service, RML 497,was based at Portland with 62

nd
 ML Flotilla. In January 1944 she was stationed at Kirkwall for anti-

submarine target towing duties. By August 1944 she was based at Appledore. Her main duties being to rescue aircrew from 
planes that crashed into the sea. The ML’s were better sea craft in rough weather than the RAF Air Sea Rescue launches.  As a 
follow up to D-Day RML 497 did carry Commandos for a raid on the Channel Islands.  Later she transferred to Felixstowe for 
service with the 69

th
 ML Flotilla. At the end of the war she was taken out of service. 

 
In 1947 RML 497 and three other RML’s entered service with Western Lady Ferry Service. When the vessels had been taken out 
of naval service their Hall-Scott “Defender” petrol engines had been removed for return to USA under the lease-lend agreement. 
The replacement engines gave the vessel a top speed of 14 kts. The 4 vessels were all given Western Lady names, RML 497’s 
being Western Lady III. The vessels acted as ferries between Brixham and Torquay and also on excursions to the River Dart. 
All of them would be laid up during the winter months. In 1963 ownership of the craft changed to Torbay Boat Construction Co. 
Ltd who operated the Dolphin Boatyard. 
 
In 1967 Western Lady III was sponsored by the Irish Government to run cruises around Dublin Bay. By 2003 only Western 
Lady III and Western Lady IV remained in service at Brixham with two newer types of ferries. In 2006 when the Princess Pier at 
Torquay was closed the two Western Ladies had to be taken out of service. In 2007 Western Lady III was bought by Fairmile 
Classic Cruises to use her at Swanage for cruises along the Jurassic Coast and to Yarmouth on the Isle of Wight. ( Western 
Lady IV had  been taken over for use as a yacht.). Early in 2009 the company had run into debt and Western Lady III had been  
impounded by the Maritime & Coastguard Agency. Just before she was to be sold by auction to cover the cost of the debts, 
Greenway Ferry company bought her and returned her to Brixham. She was then taken to Polruan, Cornwall where she 
underwent a major refit to take her up to today’s MCA standards. Her passenger accommodation was also refurbished. The 
vessel was also renamed The Fairmile to highlight her history. 
 
In August 2009 The Fairmile returned to Torquay, and one of her wartime commanding officer’s was a guest of honour. Since 
then she has been operating regularly in the Torquay, Brixham and Dartmouth area. During her 2013 winter refit she was painted 
in WW2 “English Channel” camouflage colours and also given her original service number. 
 
For a vessel from a once numerous type of WW2 type we are very fortunate than at least one of them has survived. It is also 
fascinating that this one was built in Southampton by a company that was not a ship builder. They must have got a few things 
right.  
 

   
 
 

Late news:  In July 2015, Greenway Ferry announced that their Torbay operation, including The Fairmile, had been sold.  They 

claimed unfair competition, owing to Torbay Council's subsidy of another ferry. 
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“B” is for Belfast … not HMS Belfast the WW11 cruiser in the Pool of London … but the City of Belfast 

where this years Tall Ships Race started on the first weekend in July. 
 

I flew out on the Friday morning to Belfast and stayed at the Belfast Europa Hotel and all was just fine (I did not 
realise till afterwards that this hotel was on the IRA’s hit list for trouble) 
  
So I then spent all Friday afternoon looking around at and on the various tall ships.  On Saturday morning I walked 
up to the top of Queens Island looking for a good spot to watch the parade of sail on Sunday morning.-but could find 
nothing at the top but lots of buildings etc., so settled for the view point on the edge of the Titanic Pump House 
building and dock which actually was just fine. 
 

On Saturday afternoon I looked around the “Titanic Experience” which is so-so brilliant compared with Southampton 
Sea City which is now way down the list.  After that I looked over Nomadic which was the tender in Cherbourg for 
White Stars mighty liners and then spent the rest of Saturday looking at more tall ships. 
 

On Sunday I am up at my viewing spot by 9 am and my friend from Belfast arrives and we then spend many happy 
hours taking pictures of all the ships in the Parade of Sail.  I flew back from Belfast early on Monday morning and 
was indoors by 10 am. 
 

This years race started at Belfast from 3 to 5 July, they then sailed out to Alesund (Norway) from 15 to 18 July then 
onwards to Kristiansand (Norway) from 25 to 28 July and lastly Aalborg (Denmark)  from 1 to 4 August. 
 
The following major tall ships were in the Parade of Sail … 
 

Golden Leeuw                 Netherlands           Gaff Schooner - built 1987. 
Lord Nelson                     England                 3 masted Barque - built 1985. 
Santa Maria Manuel        Portugal                 4 Masted Schooner - built 1937 
Eendracht                        Netherlands           Gaff Schooner - built 1989 
Europa                             Netherlands           Barque - built 1911 
Cisne Branco                   Argentina               Full Rigged Ship - built 1999 
De Gallant                        Netherlands          Gaff Schooner - built 1916 
Iskra                                 Poland                   Brigantine - built 1982 
Fryderyk Chopin              Poland                   Brig - built  1982 
Christian Radich              Norway                   Full Rigged Ship - built 1937 
Statsraad Lehmkuhl        Norway                   3 masted Barque - built 1914 
Soldlandt                         Norway                   Full Rigged Ship - Bbilt 1927 
Belle Poule                      France                   Topsail Schooner - built 1937 
Alex Von Humbolt II        German                  Full Rigged Ship - built 2011 
Guayas                            Equador                 Barque - built 1978 
 
One observation I noted was that there were no Russian tall ships in port at the start of this 2015 race. Very 
strange, but I have since found out that in June whilst in Reykjavik harbour manoeuvring Kruzenshtern rammed 
two Icelandic Coastguard ships Tyr and Thor, and so had to stay in Iceland whilst the collision was investigated. 
 

On the Sunday morning over Belfast we had the honour and pleasure of a fly past by the Red Arrows. 
 

In the “Titanic Experience” Museum they explain the whole Story of Titanic from the first talk by H & W with White 
Star, to the launching and sinking.  Then all the inquiries about the reasons and the decisions made as a result. 
There was also a continual film on a screen maybe 30 foot square, showing the complete hull of the Titanic when 
first discovered in 1985. It concludes by showing the Captain’s bath, a potty and a boot on the sea bed!

Did you know that? 
 

William Dargans organised the dredging operation to create Victoria Channel, and the spoil was dumped to form an 
island that became known as “Dargans Island”……. 
 

In 1847 the “Belfast Ballast Board” became the “Belfast Harbour Commissioners” 
It was agreed that Robert Hickson could build a ship yard on Dargans Island. 
 
In 1849 Queen Victoria visited Belfast and so in her honour the name of the island was changed to “Queens 
Island”….. 
 

A – Z of Sail 
by Michael Page 
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On the 21 September 1858 Robert Hickson sold the Shipyard and Queens Island to Edward Harland, who then with 
Gustav Wolf (Hamburg) established their shipyard.  In July 1859 at Harland and Wolfe they launched their first ship 
which was called the Venetian  
 

By 1875 H & W were employing 1000 plus workers. Between 1900 and 1913 they built 247 ships on Queens Island 
more than any other shipyard in the world - in 1911 H & W were the biggest shipbuilder in the world. 
 

In 1911 H & W launched 10 vessels including Titanic. 
 

The overhead gantries used in building Titanic and Olympic were designed by Sir William Arrol of Glasgow, and so 
became known as “The Arrol Gantry”.  The Arrol Gantry was 270 feet wide, 840 feet long and 228 feet high.  Sir 
William’s other credits include Tower Bridge, Forth Bridge, the second Tay Bridge and the Forth Rail Bridge. 
 

Workman working on Titanic and Olympic had 7 minutes to go to the loo - imagine clumbing down 228 feet and 
back up again in that time plus loo time.  The keel of Titanic was laid on 31/3/09.  15,000 workman employed to 
build Titanic. 
 

The best riveting teams had a left handed and right handed men to hammer the rivets in place (3 million rivets were 
used). 
 

Titanic was launched 31 March 1911 - due to tradition no champagne was used.  2 April 1912 trials completed to 
the Board of Trade satisfaction.   Fitting out of Titanic took 10 months to complete. There were electric lights 
throughout.  The bath-tubs were made by Royal Doulton.  Crew members even had telephones to use with their 
jobs. 
 

The dry dock -Thompson dock - used by Titanic had Gwynnes pumps the most powerful in the world at that time 
that could empty the 21 million gallons of water from this dock in a mere 100 minutes.  Whereas to fill this dock it 
took over two hours and was always done at high tide. 
 

The lock gate holding back the sea weighed 1000 tons and could be opened by the power of water pressure in 6 
minutes by a brass hauling engine. 
 
 

                                                                                 

 

 
Adonia of P&O is to move to a new Carnival brand “fathom” (note lower case “f”) in 2016.  Sailing from Miami to the 
Dominican Republic and Cuba on what are described as “social impact vacations” her passengers can spend three 
days “volunteering for various activities or immersing themselves in educational or cultural exchanges”. 
 


